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population than the poverty of the soil, had constant fallows given them. In the rice lands two crops were generally taken, and no fallows were allowed. There was plenty of sweet water available from temporary wells within easy distance of the surface, "but the majority of the agriculturists being Dhondias, Dublas, and Naiks, who were unskilful and otherwise wanting in energy and agricultural capital, this natural resource was made very little use of. The Bhatela Brahmins and other higher castes preferred a life of ease and cultivating by means of Halis (hereditary servants or dependants) to tilling their lands themselves.
The subdivision was ceded, with other territory, by the Peshva in 1817, and included five villages shared with the Baja of Mandvi from 1810, which finally lapsed in 1841. Before British rule a crop-rate per ligJia had been established in 1738-39, in which that for rice was nominally 3Js. 2i per biglia, but. this rate was really nominal, as three bighas of dry-crop were thrown in gratis for every one of rice. In 1819-20 a rough survey was carried out by native measurers, and a TtMtabandi (lump assessment on the holdings) introduced into some villages, and crop-rates into others. In 1827-28 a new rough survey was made preparatory to the introduction of a Jmndabandi (lump assessment), but as the liylia varied greatly, from the theoretical four-sevenths of an acre to 1| acres, matters were not much improved. In 1841, again, the Collector's surveyor measured seventeen villages, in which dry-crop rates were fixed on an average of the previous ten years' realisations, and ] -| acres of badltin (exchange land for fallow) was given in with each holding, and Es. 10 were ordered to be levied for every 100 liquor-producing trees.
In 1832-33 the hundabandi system was restored as far as possible, but was found impracticable in many cases, as the redistribution of land to form the hundds would have deprived many of the ryots of their rice lands. There were at that time one Jiundabandi village, thirty-six mixed liundabandi and Tihtitabandi, and seventeen entirely Jchdtabandi villages.
Between 1835 and 1843 several of the Collectors introduced settlements on UgJia rates in thirty-sis villages, but forty-four were continued on the old systems. In all of these a deduction